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Silver Lane Hybrids Inc . 

Our Mission  
 

  The mission of Silver Lane Hybrids, Inc. is to provide to its customers the latest corn and soybean genetics 

suitable for Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and Ohio. This is to include recommendations, and interpretations of 

research, so that customers can judge for themselves which hybrids and varieties are most suitable for their 

location and farming practices. 

  What is Silver Lane Hybrids  
 

Silver Lane Hybrids was founded in 1948 by Glenn L. Kinsell, on 

the west edge of Remington. It was the successor to Silver Lane 

Farms, where he lived, 5 miles south of Remington. (The name 

comes from the long lane to his house, lined with silver poplars, 

some of which still survive. Rumor has it that he ordered silver 

maples from a mail-order house, and the order was messed up.) A 

concrete block building, containing office, cleaner, and overhead 

bins, was erected, primarily to clean oats. Glenn had collaborated 

with Purdueõs soybean breeder, Keller Beeson, to test soybean 

varieties in the 40õs, and quickly added this new crop to the lineup. A few years later, he added hybrid seed 

corn, raising double-cross hybrids.  His son, Robert Kinsell (right), joined the company in 1949, and operated it 

following Glennõs retirement. His son, Steve Kinsell (below), returned to Remington in 1975 to join the 

company, and operated it following Bobõs retirement. Like several successful Indiana seed companies, Silver 

Lane Hybrids has passed through three generations of the same family, in the same location.  Additional 

cleaning equipment, bins and warehouses have been added over the years. Silver Lane now contracts with 18 

local farmers to raise seed corn and soybeans to its specifications. 

  The Purple Ribbon brand name came from the county fair competition that was popular in the 40õs.  The best 

10-ear entry of commercial corn won the Grand Champion purple ribbon. Dozens of men and boys would 

enter samples they had saved from the previous harvest. The first design of our logo 

even had 10 ears of corn behind the ribbon. Subsequent designs had the ears 

replaced with a red box. The first corn bags were white 

cotton.  Soybeans came in burlap. Both were replaced in the 

60õs with multi-wall paper bags. Soybeans now also come in 

2500 pound plastic boxes.  In 2008 we celebrate 60 years of 

service to the agricultural community. 
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Research 

The base genetics of our corn and soybean seed 

determines the results you ultimately get out of your 

fields. We work with several different seed stock 

suppliers to make potential selections for the Purple 

Ribbon Seed lineup. We then take these selections and 

put them in replicated yield trials in multiple locations 

in our marketing area. The yield data from these trials 

is summarized to help us identify the best selections from our multiple 

seed stock suppliers. This winnowing process starts out from 

thousands of possible hybrids, which are then narrowed to about 130 

hybrids that are entered into our trials.  The 130 hybrids are then 

further narrowed to a handful that consistently out-yields our existing 

hybrid lineup. We offer you these hybrids for your fields. If you look at 

the example of one of our replicated trial to the (right), you will get a 

feel for the kind of data we generate from the trials. The chart shows 

the top 40 hybrids out of 130 tested at Remington. This trial shows 

that our existing lineup performed very well against the competitive 

hybrids. We test new genetic combinations in the replicated trials, the 

winners get moved to farmer strip trials and finally into your 

commercial fields. A major advantage that you enjoy when you 

do business with Silver Lane Hybrids is that you have access to 

elite hybrids from multiple genetics suppliers. This benefit is not 

available to you with some seed companies.  

Research and Technology 

DAYS HYBRID AVERAGE 
110 PR628VT3 280.1 

115 A 265.8 

 B 261.0 

112 C 260.5 

114 D 259.9 

112 PR616VT3 257.3 

112 PR627HTX 256.4 

 E 254.5 

115 F 254.2 

113 G 254.2 

109 PR625TP 253.6 

112 PR608VT3 251.1 

111 H 250.1 

112 PR607VT3 250.0 

 I 248.4 

 J 248.4 

114 PR634TP 247.7 

108 K 247.2 

115 L 246.8 

117 PR655 246.1 

113 M 245.9 

114 N 245.6 

109 O 243.3 

 P 243.2 

111 Q 238.5 

 R 238.3 

112 PR616 238.1 

109 T 237.8 

110 PR618LL 237.2 

108 U 236.9 

115 V 236.5 

112 W 236.5 

112 X 236.4 

115 Y 236.2 

111 Z 235.7 

113 AA 235.0 

111 BB 234.7 

104 PR518VT3 234.3 

110 PR617LL 234.2 

112 PR637 233.9 

2007 Remington Replicated Trial  

Top Results Out Of 130 Hybrids  
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Technology  

My how things have changed! The advent of seed 

technologies has really impacted the seed industry. It is no 

longer enough to offer the best base genetics to our 

customers; we must now match the base genetics with 

seed technologies that put more money in the farmerõs 

pocket. Silver Lane Hybrids has access to all existing  

biotechnologies and seed treatments available today.  

We currently use: 

Agrisure Dow Monsanto Bayer 

GT/CB/RW/LL  HXT/HX/LL/RR  VT3/RR/CB Poncho 250 
Liberty Link 



Production 

Unlike some seed companies we produce the hybrid corn and soybean seed we 

offer to our customers in the Purple Ribbon Seeds bag . We plant on our own 

farms or contract with area farmers to raise our superior hybrid corn and private 

soybean seed. We control the production process from the planting of the crop to 

the time the seed ends up in our Purple Ribbon bag. Silver Lane Hybrids sends every 

lot of seed we produce to Indiana Crop Improvement to have them independently 

checked for germination and purity. Our hybrids and varieties which carry a biotechnology trait (RR) are tested 

to make sure that an adequate percentage of the trait is present. Attention and control of every segment 

of the seed production process gives Purple Ribbon seed superior quality when compared to some 

other seed companies. There are no additional new seed production technologies that we are aware of that 

we do not currently use in our production process to produce the highest quality seed.   

Planting a seed field  

For a more detailed explanation of the production process and the company visit:  

www.silverlanehybrids.com  

People 

It doesnõt matter if itõs a large corporation or a smaller family owned company like 

Silver Lane Hybrids, the people are what make them great. Silver Lane Hybrids is blessed 

to have fine people working to put the best possible seed into the bag and into our  

customerõs hands. They do this consistently and with a lot of pride in themselves, the 

company and the products and services Silver Lane Hybrids offers the farmer.  

Silver Lane Hybrids may not be a large corporation but we look upon this as a positive; for 

unlike large corporations each of our customers is treated as part of the Silver Lane family. 

The level of expertise that is brought to the job by each team member is wide and varied. At 

Silver Lane Hybrids each team member must wear many hats. You know that if the job 

requires you to bring many different skills to it, you soon become expert in them all. Kind of 

reminds you of farming don't it? 

Relationships 

You run a small business, a family-owned operation that has supported your family for several generations. Just 

like Silver Lane Hybrids.  We both know the importance of being independent, of making decisions based on 

your own best interest, not that of others. Both of us value and support our hometown organizations, be it 4-H, 

FFA or Cub Scouts.  If this also describes who you are, we want the chance to talk to you.  

Let us earn a place on your farm with our Purple Ribbon Seed brand. As independent businessmen, we 

support each other by growing together. We are proud of the fact that many of our customers are also 

into the third generation and still planting Purple Ribbon Seed.  

RobinHensler  



Education 

Sometimes itõs not good enough to have a great product line. It is just as 

important to know what product works in what situation. Our on farm 

testing program helps us determine where a hybrid or soybean  

variety works to maximize yield. Field days and farmer strip trials are 

the tools we use to determine this important aspect of seed placement on 

your farm. You know that proper seed placement is as much an art as a 

science. We evaluate hybrids and soybean varieties for a proper mix of 

agronomic traits and yield potential in farmer fields. We then share this 

information with our customers to help assure our seeds success on their 

farms. 

Silver Lane Hybrids Company Field Day  

Support 

Silver Lane Hybrids can tap literally decades of  

experience in support of your efforts to achieve  

maximum economic yields on your farms.  

Our experienced staff of seed specialists makes 

recommendations to you based upon your stated needs and 

desires and what our experience indicates each of our seed 

products are capable of achieving.  We work directly with you 

because making you successful is our primary goal. We spend 

literally thousands of hours a year walking farmer fields 

throughout the growing season to see how the crop is 

progressing and spotting potential problems that might be 

robbing you of yield. If we donõt know the answer to a 

particular problem your fields may be having we have other 

experts available that we can contact to help us with the 

proper solution. 

Justin Hensler  

Steve Hall  

Steve Kinsell  
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